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Chri stina Sanes

US Departnent of Transportation
Ofice of Pipeline Safety

400 7'M Street SW Room 7128
Washi ngton, DC 20590

Re: Comments to Project to Define
Unusual |y Sensitive Areas for Texas

Dear Ms. Sanes:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the
Techni cal / Peer Review Wrkshop to review the nodel that can be
used for the definition of wunusually sensitive environnental
areas (USAs), as nmandated by the Accountable Pipeline Safety and
Partnership Act of 1996. We understand that the areas under
consideration are those where a pipeline rupture would likely
cause permanent and |ong-term environnental danage. W also
understand that USA definition specifically identifies drinking
water resources that are critical to the uninterrupted delivery
of consunable water to public water systens and areas critica
to the survival and viability of threatened, endangered, and
inperiled biological species. The followng coments are
directed only towards drinking water USAs, not ecol ogi cal USAs:

We are concerned that the nodel may not accurately identify
adequate alternative sources of drinking water. The nethod
is inportant because it appears that many USAs have been
filtered out due to the determnation that alternative

sources of drinking water exist. Texas has dealt with the
i ssues of drought and water availability for many years and
is located in a region where limted rainfall is coupled

wi th popul ati on grow h. As of My 15, 2000, 111 community
wat er systens in Texas are currently limting water use to
avoi d short ages.
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You indicate that the existence of adequate alternative
sources nust be determ ned on a case-by-case basis, either
t hrough the appropriate state agencies or individual public
wat er systens. It was understood from the workshop that
the existence of alternative water resources were
determ ned by tel ephoning operators of public supply wells
and questioning them as to whether alternative resources

exi st . W question the wvalidity of obtaining this
I nport ant information through telephone <calls. I n
addi ti on, information has not been provided to us

concerning the paraneters that were used to determ ne
whet her or not there was an alternative source of drinking
water, i.e. quantity of water available during non-drought
and drought conditions, length of tinme water would be
avai lable for public consunption, quality of water, and
feasibility studies.

The | ast water plan devel oped at the state |evel, Water for
Texas, was produced by the Texas Water Devel opnent Board in
cooperation with the Texas Parks and WIdlife Departnent,
Texas Nat ur al Resource Conservation  Conm ssi on, and
numer ous st akehol der groups in 1997. The 1997 State Water
Plan outlines current and future needs for water and

wast ewater treatnment projects in Texas. In 1996, a severe
drought in Texas left several comunities nearly out of
wat er . In the spring of 1997, the 75'" Texas Legislature
passed Senate Bill 1, which conpletely rewote water
pl anning for Texas. The 1997 water plan is due to be
updated on January 5, 2002, and wll be based on approved
regional water plans, pursuant to requirements of Senate
Bill 1. The plan wll present popul ation and water demand

i nformati on, evaluate adequacy of current water supplies,
identify water surpluses or needs by region, and devel op
plans to neet identified water needs under three dry
weat her scenari os. Uni que stream segnents and reservoir
sites wll be identified, and policy recomendations also
will be included in the 2002 State Water Plan. W suggest
that the State Water Plan be considered for Texas.
I nformation concerning this plan can be found at the Texas
Wat er Devel opnent Board’'s website at ww. twdb. state.tx. us.

The Edwards Aquifer is the only sole source aquifer in
Texas and has been classified as Pettyjohn C ass |Ib because
the linestone is highly faulted and fractured. For these
reasons, we recommend that the filtering criteria not be
used for the Edwards Aquifer Recharge and Transition Zones
and that these areas be considered USAs. The Edwards
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Aqui fer Protection Program is admnistered by the Texas
Nat ural Resource Conservation Conmm ssion (TNRCC). Thi s
agency is only one of several entities that regulate this
aqui fer. Information concerning the delineation of zone
boundaries in Ceographic Information System (AS) format
can be f ound on t he TNRCC website at

WWW. t nrcc. state.tx.us/ EAPP

It is unclear why, for sole source aquifers, the USA is
determined to be twice the area of the wellhead protection
area (VWHPA). The WHPA uses delineation nethods that
include scientific analytical equations to determne the
size of protection areas for groundwater sources. As noted
above, we recommend that the recharge and transition zones
of the Edwards Aquifer be considered USAs. It may not be
necessary for the SWPA outside these zones to be twi ce the
size for this sole source aquifer.

As discussed at the workshop, the term well head protection
areas (WHPAs) should be replaced with the term source water
protection areas (SWPAs). The Safe Drinking Water Act
Amendnents of 1996, expanded the Wellhead Protection
Program to include public surface water systens. The
program subsequently becane known as the Source Water
Protection Program (SWPA). | nfformation concerning this
program can be f ound on t he TNRCC  website at
WWw. t nrcc. state. tx.us/water/wi/ swpa.

W would |like to be notified of the risk assessnents
prepared by pipeline operators for pipelines in Texas.

If you have any questions you my contact ne by e-mail at
peter.fisher@rc.state.tx.us or by phone at (512) 463-6799.

Si ncerely,

Peter Fisher, C. P.G
Envi ronnent al Servi ces



